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Congratulations, Class of 2014!
Graduates, pages 2 - 5

     The 2013-2014 school year has 
been an exciting one for Prince 
Edward County Public Schools.  
Numerous successes were tallied at 
each of the three schools. 
     Prince Edward Elementary 
School enriched the school year by 
starting its own daily news team, 
“The News Crew,” who delivered 
the news and weather over a live 
broadcast each day.  Later in the 
year, 4th grade students started a 
school newspaper.  Destination 
Imagination teams placed 1st and 
2nd in regional competition, with 
one team placing 5th in the state and 
moving on to the DI Global Finals.  
Longwood professor Dr. Vonnie 
Colvin completed her Fall sabbatical 
at PECES, culminating with a major 
project in which Longwood students, 
and PECPS faculty and students 
painted a map of the United States 
on the blacktop.
     At the Middle School, an 8th 
grade Civics class received a letter 
and photo from President Obama 
following an in-depth study of 
government functions.  An 8th grade 
student was selected to participate in 
the Page/Messenger Program in the 
Senate of Virginia.  Students were 
inducted into the National Junior 
Society.  The Science Fair featured a 
high level of participation, and drew 
a large crowd.  Several MS classes 
presented at the Problem Based 
Learning Showcase event.  The 
school held its annual spelling bee, 
with one student moving on to re-
gional competition.  The D.R.E.A.M. 
Drama Team placed first in the 
district forensics meet.  The Career 
Cafe featured presentations from 
various aspects of the world of work.  
The MS Band received an overall 
rating of Excellent in the Virginia 
Band/Orchestra Directors competi-
tion.  The girls basketball team 
won second place in the district.  A 
PECMS teacher was named Teacher 
of the Year for the Division.
     Prince Edward County High 
School scored successes in both 
academics and athletics. The Golf 
Team notched an outstanding season, 
sending two players to regionals.  
The Boys Basketball Team won the 

Quad Rivers Conference champion-
ship, and made it all the way to the 
Elite Eight, just one game shy of the 
state finals. The Swim Team sent 
one swimmer to states who won the 
bronze medal. The Indoor Track 
Team placed fourth in the state, and 
produced four state champions in 
two events. These individuals are 
experiencing an excellent outdoor 
season, most likely headed back to 
the state finals. The Boys Soccer 
Team, soared through the season, 
undefeated, winning the James River 
District championship, and continu-
ing on to the post season, currently 
in progress.  Academic teams also 
had an excellent year.  The Drama 
Team placed fourth in Region 2A, 
with three students winning regional 
acting awards.  The Forensics Team 
brought home the Quad Riv-
ers championship trophy, and the 
Debate Team won the Region 2A 
East runner-up trophy, sending three 
members to the state finals in Stu-
dent Congress.  The Scholastic Bowl 
Team won the Quad Rivers Confer-
ence championship, and moved on 
to  regionals. The High School Band, 
under the direction of Seth Taft, had 
several members selected for the 
District 3 Honor Band.  The concert 
band went on to receive an overall 
rating of Superior (the highest pos-
sible rating) in the Virginia Band/
Orchestra Directors competition.

A Year of Successes

Leader In Me and 7 Habits in 
Place in Division Schools

4th grader Lucas Dudley is a 
big  fan of The Leader in Me.  “It 
was good here last year, but now it’s 
even better,” he said.  His classmate, 
Kathryn McElfrish, agrees. “Students 
know it’s OK to do the right thing.”

According to its website, The 
Leader in Me is “a whole-school 
transformational model that acts like 
the operating system of a computer; 
it improves performance of all other 
programs.”  Based on the immensely 
popular 7 Habits of Highly Effective 
People, the program was initiated 
at the Elementary School in August 
2013. The Middle and High schools 
have been focusing on the 7 Habits. 

The Leader in Me promises posi-
tive results, such as higher academic 
achievement and fewer discipline 
problems.  The Elementary School 
recorded a 21% decrease in discipline 
referrals through the first half of the 
year, as compared to last year, ac-

cording to Principal Amy McCurdy.  
The program also promises to help 
students become more responsible, 
show initiative, become more cre-
ative, set and meet goals, get along 
with other people of various back-
grounds and cultures, and resolve 
conflicts and solve problems. It may 
sound too good to be true, but Mc-
Curdy has already seen changes in 
these areas. “We have students ap-
proaching the adults in the building 
about leadership ideas.  The Anti-
Bullying Club has grown out of an 
idea from a 4th-grade student. And 
we now have a student-led newspa-
per.”  

McCurdy says that the first year 
of a 3-year implementation has been 
“slow and steady.” She has high ex-
pectations for the program. “We are 
finding ways to celebrate each student 
in our school.  The Leader in Me  al-
lows every child to develop the skills 

that will be necessary for their future 
success. The first year has been great, 
and we are even more excited about 
year two.”  School Counselor Barbara 
Arieti agrees. “I think it’s empower-
ing for the students,” she said. “And 
the teachers are using the terminology 
in the classroom all the time.”  

The Middle School administration 
spent the first year of its own imple-
mentation by emphasizing 7 Habits 
modeling by faculty and staff, us-
ing the language of highly effective 
people in correspondence and ac-
tions.  Utilizing this established base, 
the Middle School will begin imple-
mentation of The Leader in Me in the 
2014-2015 school year.  The princi-
pal and counselor have visited other 
schools that have fully implemented 
the program and have reported back 
to the School Leadership Team, 
which subsequently began          

Continued on Page  6

The PECHS 2013 Eagle yearbook was 
one of approximately 400 books chosen 
from over 3000 entries to appear in Jostens 
Look Book, an annual publication featuring 
the best of the best yearbooks from col-
leges and universities around the country.

Prince Edward County High School Principal Zoltan Kerestely congratulates Salutatorian Mat-
thew Hart, son of David and Navona Hart of Rice, and Valedictorian Sarah Kinzer, daughter of 
Charles and Lisa Kinzer of Farmville.
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The PECHS Class of 2014

Brittany 
Ammerman

Marquis AllenDontrel AllenCharneice AllenBrittany AitkenErica Adams Antonio Baker

Eugene BranchDante BowlesWest BogeseJakobi BestLauren BencickShaNiqua Bartee

Tamira Braxton Jasmine ColemanKyle BurnsLiam BurkeTyesha BrooksCraig BrooksBrianna Brooks

Malik Cooper Alexis EanesKathryn 
Dimaano

Theresa 
DelDonna

Malik Dabney

Jaimi Evans Elizabeth GagenTanisha FrancisMichael 
Fitzgerald

Tyler Fishburne
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The PECHS Class of 2014

Thomas 
Gajowski

Kaitlyn GuinNicholas GuillAustin GridleyShykema GreeneDominic GrayAntonia Gilliam

Malik Harrison Michael HoganTiasia HaskinsJacob HearnJiovannie HayesMatthew HartQuincy Harrison

Kortnie Holton Laura 
Ironmonger

Samantha HurtKeondre HurtJamesha HurtRicky HurakTiffany Hunter

Alesha Jackson Sadie
Jones-Watkins

Tyrrus JonesKa’lek JonesDestinee JonesAntonio JonesShelby Jackson

Mohammad 
Khan

Jaylen MarshallHaylee LewisBrandon LeedsDerrice LeeJykerum 
Lambert

Sarah Kinzer
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The PECHS Class of 2014

DelShaun PayneJeffery OttZachary 
Nunnally

Travis NewcombMalik NashLauren Morgan

Jamie Reamer Alberto RocaBrooks RiceAaron ReynoldsElizabeth ReedEdward ReedDjuana Reed

Stephanie 
Rogerson

Travis SchneiderMorgan 
Schneider

Katherine 
Schneider

Chikirya 
Saunders

Diana SaenzXavier Rux

Chelsie Scott James SouthallJasmine SmithErin SlaytonAllyson SinkDarrell 
Shumaker

Kiera Scruggs

Destinee Sprague Adeeb StwodahAndrew 
Stringfellow

Courtney StreatRoneisha StewartAunna StewardEbony Sprague

Brianna 
McClenney
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The PECHS Class of 2014

Ronnie Swann Deontea TurnerBraxton TrentChelsie TownsendZekeya ToneyAshlee TodtDanielle 
Thompson

TyJamar 
Vaughan

Dominique 
Walton

Shaterra WalkerKendra D.
Walker

Kendra C. 
Walker

Jessica WalkerCorey Vitale-Rose

Devonte’ Wardell Jacqueline 
Watson

Isaiah WatsonConner WatsonCleon WatkinsAjavious WatkinsMiesha 
Washington

Laniece Watson Shyheim 
Williams

Arjhane’ WhiteTyler Weidman

NOT PICTURED
Alice Adkins
Mariah Aquino
Sha’Lea Brown
Desmond Christmas
Jesse Coyle
Roneisha Elliott
Otis Ford Jr.
Xavier Hyde
Izaak Janowski
Jonathan Johnson
Ashley Jones
Tyler King

Jason Lockett
Daquan Marshall
Damian Mickey
Amber Perry
Destiny Rogerson
Jasmine Sims
Ty’Lamar Vaughan
Anthony Walker
Willie Wallace
Kaitlyn Wathen
Keonte White

SUMMER READING LISTS FOR ALL GRADES 
are available on the Prince Edward County Public Schools website (pecps.k12.va.us), at 

the Farmville Public Library, and at Barnes and Noble.
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 For several years, Prince 
Edward County High School has 
participated in Pennies for Pa-
tients, a fundraiser that supports 
the fight against Leukemia, Lym-
phoma, and Myeloma.  This year 
was especially important to me 
because in January I was diag-
nosed with Hodgkin’s Lymphoma, 
a blood cancer of the lymphatic 
system.  Mine was the fourth 
cancer diagnosis this year in the 
high school—the other three be-
ing breast cancer survivors.  After 
a long three-year illness, getting 
diagnosed was the start of a diffi-
cult struggle for me, but my Prince 
Edward family has made the jour-
ney that much easier every day.  I 
have continued to work through 
chemo treatments and doctor’s 
appointments because coming to 
school kept my life “normal.”  My 
colleagues and friends offered 
help at every turn, and oftentimes 
commended me for being strong 
and having such a positive at-

titude.  My response has always  
been, “I’m not being strong.  I’m 
doing what I need to do for my 
students.”
 My amazing students 
supported me as I lost my hair 
and became that bald teacher 
at the end of the hallway.  We 
quickly adopted the saying “Bald 
is beautiful.”   They would step up 
to carry things for me, ask how 
I was feeling and always inquire 
about doctor’s visits and status 
updates.  Even students that were 
not in my classes were very sup-
portive, always saying a kind hello 
or, “How are you feeling?”  These 
great students and staff donated 
$297.00 one penny at a time for 
Pennies for Patients.  I explained 
to all of my classes that the money 
they donate is used to improve the 
quality of patients’ lives suffering 
from these diseases, as well as 
supporting research dedicated to 
finding a cure.  The generosity that 
followed was heartwarming.  I saw 

students donate money as high as 
$5.00 at a time.   Each student that 
donated at least a dollar received a 
Help Beat Cancer decal.  These de-
cals were displayed in the cafeteria 
with each student’s name proudly 
inscribed under the phrase, “I am 
saving lives.”  It is my hope that 
each one of those students real-
izes and understands that they are 
helping to save my life with their 
donations and that I am so grateful 
for their generosity.  
 Lisa Simon, French teacher 
and faculty adviser for the Student 
Council Association at the High 
School, is the teacher responsible 
for organizing the Pennies for Pa-
tients fundraiser.  Her association 
with the fundraiser began in 2008 
upon learning of a connection with 
the program through an admin-
istrator at the High School at the 
time.  She continued the program 
every year since, and said, “This 
year seemed different for me be-
cause this year we were collecting 

for someone in our school commu-
nity—someone we all see 
every day.”  
 Mrs. Simon’s dedica-
tion to this cause every year will 
make an impact, not only on the 
lives of those benefitting from 
the Leukemia and Lymphoma 
Society, but on the students as 
well.  Prince Edward County High 
School students are being given 
an opportunity to understand why 
giving and community service are 
important.  This year, they were 
able to see firsthand how giving 
to a fundraiser directly affects a 
member of their community, but 
every year they are able to feel the 
pride of donating to help improve 
the world as they see their names 
posted on the wall for all to see.  
As Mrs. Simon said, $297 is a lot 
of pennies”--and a big reason for 
PECHS students and staff to be 
proud.  ABOVE: Staff and students 
wear green and orange to recog-
nize Pennies for Patients Days.

PECHS Students and Staff Support Worthy Cause:
A Personal View  by Katherine Cole, PECHS Faculty

Leader in Me, continued from Page 1

brainstorming ideas for the Lighthouse Team and theme ideas.  A preliminary list 
of staff member recruits for the Lighthouse Team  has been compiled, and they are 
in the process of making logistical decisions regarding such items as placement 
of a broadcasting studio to support a news show much like that which is in place 
at the Elementary School.  Principal Lucy Carson is enthusiastic as students are 
brought into the program in the upcoming year. “Overall, the initial implementa-
tion of the 7 Habits of Highly Effective People signature program has been very 
successful.  The Prince Edward Middle School staff is looking forward to extend-
ing the program to include our students.  We can’t wait until our school is filled 
with highly effective student leaders.”  Longwood University recently contributed 
$10, 000 toward the Middle School’s upcoming implementation of Leader in Me.

PECPS TEACHER OF THE YEAR FINALISTS:  Sarah Fulcher (HS), Barbara Rice (MS), 
Andee Edwards (ES), Robin McLane (ES), Sherry Shelters (MS). (Barbara Rice is 
the 2014 Division Teacher of the Year.  NOT PICTURED: Erinn Green (HS). 
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Capati Wins Technology Award
 Second grade teacher Tiffany Capati received the Southside Virginia Re-
gional Technology Consortium (SVRTC) Technology Teacher Award at the 2014 
SVRTC awards banquet held at Longwood University.  An engraved plaque was 
presented to one teacher from each of the 25 SVRTC participating school divisions.   
This award recognizes a classroom teacher that advances learning through integra-
tion of technology into the curriculum, and is open to any teacher in an SVRTC 
school division.  
 Capati uses technology in her classroom on a daily basis.  Her Promethean 
Board is used for many activities, including modeling writing and using virtual 
manipulatives. Her students also use the Promethean Board to write and lead class-
room discussions.  She has a set of  eight iPads in a permanent iPad center in her 
classroom. The iPads are used to take pictures for use on the Promethean Board, 
among other things.  Students read books on the iPads and use apps to assess their 
progress, after which they take screen shots and share them with their teacher.  The 
students also search for information on the web, with teacher guidance.  These 
are just a few examples of the many ways Capati uses iPad technology with her 
students.  In addition to the Promethean Board and iPads, she also uses classroom 
computers, Active Votes, and electronic keyboards.  
 One of the most rewarding aspects of Capati’s use of technology is that it 
has spread to the homes of her students, most of whom have computers or tablets of 
their own.  They are extending their learning at home, even teaching their parents 
how to use technology from what they have learned in their second grade class-
room. The most positive result Capati has observed from a steady student connec-
tion with technology? “They are reading more,” she says.

ABOVE: Division Superintendent Dr. David Smith presents second grade teacher 
Tiffany Capati with her SVRTC Technology Teacher Award plaque.

6th Grade Science Students Partic-
ipate in Cross-Curricular Learning 
Activity at PECMS

 Students in Mrs. Barbara Rice’s 6th grade Science 
class were recently treated to a “sweet” lesson that stretched 
across the curriculum.  The students were divided into small 
groups and given one piece of candy that was two centime-
ters in diameter. The groups were then given the task of creat-
ing a geometrical solid that would hold 18 pieces of candy.  
The students created nets to help in the construction of their 
solids, calculated the surface area and volume of the solids, 
then named their candy and designed the packaging.
 Using the iMovie app on the iPad, students then cre-
ated commercials to market their candy to the other students 
on the 6th grade Science Team, who then voted for either 
their favorite commercial or favorite of the packages, which 
included rectangular prisms, cylinders, and a square pyramid.  
The commercials were shown on the Promethean Board from 
Mrs. Rice’s iPad for the entire class to view.
 The candy packages were divided among the four 
classes and auctioned off to the highest bidders, who picked 
up their candy at the end of the day. Students’ salaries were 
based on earnings assigned in Mrs. Deitrich’s math class, us-
ing her mini-economy.
 When it was all over, students increased their knowl-
edge in science, math, economics, marketing, and movie 
production.  
 Barbara Rice is the school division’s Teacher of the 
Year winner, chosen from six finalists (two from each of the 
three schools).  She is currently preparing her essays and 
other requirements for the regional Teacher of the Year com-
petition.

Division Superintendent Dr. David Smith recognizes D.R.E.A.M. Drama Team members from 
the Middle School at the School Board meeting.  
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evolved.  The assistant principals were able to 
see the effects of the training within their re-
spective schools.  “It has been a complete joy to 
go into classrooms and see the strategies woven 
into lessons,” said PECMS’ McQuaige-Hicks. 
At the Elementary School, Jeanine Garrett was 
impressed with how the new teachers net-
worked and felt free to express their concerns, 
which were then addressed by the committee 
and incorporated into future group sessions. “It 
gave them a voice,” she said.  High School A.P. 
Williamson said that she was pleased with how 
they “were exposed to more rigorous teach-
ing strategies.”  Carolyn Jones was pleased 
with how the veteran teachers in each school 
“stepped up to help.”
 T.I.P.  has been touted as an overwhelm-
ing success by all involved, and it will continue 
to evolve, with some of this year’s new teachers 
paying it forward by participating in next year’s 
program.

 

FRONT: Nina Crosswhite, Laura Goodman, Joy 
Nowak, Milton Nieto. MIDDLE: Abbi Williams,
Megan Martin, Kathy Early, Carrie Saxton, 
Jessica Southall, Alexandra Lowman, Mary 
Jackson, Amber Collins. BACK: Laurene Madern, 
Jeremy Booher, David Belton, David Thompson, 
Alicia Hall, Joylin Holladay, Devin Pierce, Seth 
Taft, Melody Ramsey, Yris Vaca-Burgos, Brittany 
Furfari, William Maurice, Laura Abraham, Charles 
Peterson, Lisa Holman, Aaron Barber.  
NOT PICTURED: Cheryl Curry, Lynn
Boggs, John Copeland, Catherine Noraas.

First Year with Prince
Edward County Schools

New PECPS Teachers Celebrate Successful First Year
 Twenty-eight Prince Edward teachers 
just completing their first year in the Division 
met with their new teacher support group for 
end-of-the-year reflection and celebration. The 
Teacher Induction Program (T.I.P.) was devel-
oped and implemented by a committee consist-
ing of Human Resources Director Freda Reid, 
Special Programs Coordinator Carolyn Jones, 
and Assistant Principals Jeanine Garrett (ES), 
Gwendolyn McQuaige-Hicks (MS), and Ruth 
Williamson (HS). 
           T.I.P. was instituted at the beginning 
of the school year.  New teachers received a 
program handbook and were assigned mentors.  
The group met monthly, following a detailed 
committee planning session.  Each month, spe-
cial topics were addressed, such as Instructional 
Strategies, Differentiation, Instructional Tech-
nology, SOL Review, and Classroom Manage-
ment. In addition, the teachers had a chance to 
share questions and concerns, networking with 

others from all three division schools.  Divi-
sion Superintendent Dr. David Smith described 
the program as “providing a level of support so 
they knew they had someone to turn to.”
 At the celebration, several of the new 
teachers expressed their gratitude for being able 
to experience that “level of support,” as they 
reflected upon the year.  Dr. Laurene Madern, 
who teaches English at the High School, is a 
seasoned educator, but new to PECHS.  She 
marveled at the fact that she has never seen 
such a level of what she described as “non-
competitiveness.”  She said, “I have never seen 
a school where faculty members are so willing 
to extend a hand to assist you.”  Elementary 
teacher Mary Jackson commented that T.I.P. 
gave her the chance to meet other teachers with 
similar concerns.  She also expressed her thanks 
for “a caring administration.”
 Members of the T.I.P. Committee 
are very pleased with how the program has 

PRINCE EDWARD 
COUNTY SCHOOL 
BOARD MEMBERS
FRONT: Mrs. Susan Layman, 
Mrs. Sherry Honeycutt, Mrs. 
Beulah Womack, Mrs. Linda 
Leatherwood.  BACK: Mr. 
Russell Dove (Chairman), Dr. 
Timothy Corbett, Jr., Mr. Darin 
Thomas, Dr. Lawrence Varner, 
Division Superintendent Dr. K. 
David Smith.


